LAURA TIVENDALE
Laura Tivendale beat off some strong opposition to win the 2009 Broadwood Harpsichord Competition, playing three of the historic instruments in the Benton Fletcher Collection at Fenton House.  She returned to Fenton House on 13 August to give a most impressive prize-winners concert (the prize also includes concerts at Hatchlands, Finchcocks and the Russell Collection) with a programme of music by Byrd, Frescobaldi, Froberger, Handel, JS and CPE Bach played on the c.1600 Vincentius virginals and the 1770 Shudi/Broadwood harpsichord.  She caught the exploratory mood of the opening Froberger Toccata perfectly, allowing time for moments of stillness amid the flourishes.  The same sense of improvisatory edge also featured in her performance of Frescobaldi’s Toccata decima and Bach’s Chromatic Fantasy and Fugue.  Her fine sense of rhetoric was also evident in Byrd’s The Bells and in CPE Bach’s wrenching of the old Folies d’Espagne form into his Sturm und Drang sound world.  Although her playing remained musically sensitive throughout, she was also able to impart real power and energy into her playing.  This was a very impressive performance by a talented young musician.
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